
[image: Description: Description: cid:image002.png@01CC5D90.9FF8FAB0]
SELECTION AND ADMISSIONS POLICY

	Reference Number 
	

	Accountable Executive Manager 
	

	Policy Owner
	

	Responsible Division 
	

	Status
	

	Approved By
	

	Date Of Approval
	

	Amendments
	

	Date Of Amendments
	

	Review Date
	

	Web Address Of This Policy
	

	Address On The Policy Data Base
	







TABLE OF CONTENTS

CONTENT										PAGE

1. Regulatory Framework-----------------------------------------------------------------------	1
2. Purpose-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	1
3. Definitions----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	1
4. Undergraduate degree programmes------------------------------------------------------	1
5. Academic Achievement Point Score (APS) system-----------------------------------	3
6. Senate approved School / Qualification specific admission requirements------	4
7. Admission to particular fields of study with high demands--------------------------	4
8. Other stipulations------------------------------------------------------------------------------	4	
9. Postgraduate degree programmes--------------------------------------------------------	4	
9.1. Honours programmes-----------------------------------------------------------------------	4	
9.2. Master’s programme------------------------------------------------------------------------	4
9.3. Doctoral programme------------------------------------------------------------------------	5	
10. General provisions---------------------------------------------------------------------------	5	






UNIVERSITY OF VENDA


Selection and Admission Policy



1. Regulatory Framework


Application, selection and admission, as a student of this University, is conducted in terms of the University of Venda (Private) Act of 1996, (Act 89 of 1996) and the Higher Education Act of 1997 (Act No.101 of 1997) , while the accompanying rules and regulations, framed by the Council of the University, prescribe the application.

2. Purpose

The procedure manual is to regulate and streamline the application, selection and admission process of applicants to academic programmes.

3. Definitions

3.1 Degree / Diploma: Formal recognition and certification of learning achievement awarded by an accredited institution.
3.2 Programme: A purposeful and structured set of learning experiences that leads to a Qualification.
3.3 Courses: Are coherently scoped, sequenced and structured units of study that are normally undertaken by students in each semester / teaching period which together constitute a programme.
3.4 SAUVCA: South African University Vice Chancellors Association
3.5 NSC:	 National Senior Certificate
3.6 NCV: 	National Certificate Vocational
3.7 APS:	Achievement Point Score
3.8 LO:		Life Orientation

4. Undergraduate degree programmes

Subject to faculty specific requirements, the minimum requirement for admission to the degree of bachelor is:

4.1 A candidate for the degree must have obtained the Matriculation certificate of the Committee of University Principals (SAUVCA) Matriculation Board, NSC/NCV Certificate, a certificate of exemption granted by the Board or any other certificate that the Senate may approve.
4.2 A student must have obtained at least 50%, or an E Higher Grade or D Standard Grade in English. 
4.3 Recognition of prior learning:
Appropriate prior learning in the relevant field of study will also be recognized as a criterion for admission. An applicant with prior learning and relevant work experience may, after being assessed in a selection process approved by the Senate, qualify for admission to a bachelor’s degree programme.
4.4 Approved qualification obtained outside the republic of South Africa
An applicant may qualify for conditional exemption on the basis of qualifications obtained outside the Republic of South Africa. For more information, contact the Admissions Officer.
4.5 A Senior Certificate with complete or conditional exemption/merit is issued on the following grounds:

4.5.1 A senior certificate with conditional exemption / merit
An applicant in possession of a senior certificate with conditional exemption/merit may qualify for a conditional exemption certificates.

4.5.2 Mature age conditional exemption
An applicant may qualify for mature age conditional exemption by virtue of being over the age of 23 years. However, to qualify for exemption on the basis of being over the age of 23 years, an applicant must be in possession of a National Senior Certificate and must have passes four matric subjects, including one of the official languages – one of which must be a higher grade subject.

4.5.3 Exemption on the grounds of post-school qualifications:
An applicant who does not have a matriculation exemption but is in possession of a senior or school-leaving certificate and a recognised three-year diploma obtained at a South-African University, teachers ‘training college or technikon, may qualify for complete exemption on the grounds of post-school qualifications on the ground of the post-school qualification, after taking into account the level and faculty specific requirements.

4.5.4 Senate discretionary conditional exemption
The senate’s discretionary condition exemption regulations provide that a certificate of conditional exemption be issued to an applicant who, in the opinion of the University Senate has demonstrated, in the selection process approved by that Senate, that he/she is suitable for admission to bachelor’s degree studies.

5. Academic Achievement Point Score (APS) system

Admission to diploma or degree programme is subject to School / Qualification specific admission requirements. For selection and admission purposes, the University uses an APS system that assigns points to subjects.

APS SCORING SCALE

	MATRIC
	NSC LEVEL
	PERCENTAGE
	2014  SCORE
 

	A+

	7
	90 - 100
	 9.0 – 10

	A

	7
	80 – 89
	8.0 – 8.9

	B

	6
	70 – 79
	7.0 – 7.9

	C

	5
	60 – 69
	6.0 – 6.9

	D

	4
	50 - 59
	5.0 – 5.9

	E

	3
	40 – 49
	4.0 – 4.9

	F

	2
	30 – 39
	0

	G

	1
	0 - 29
	0



*The minimum points for admission to a Bachelor’s Degree study is 26 and can be reviewed by Senate from time to time.

· The results of six subjects are used to determine / calculate the APS score
· The achievement in Life Orientation (LO) shall not be used in computing the APS score.
· An applicant who achieves one APS scale point less than required for a specific study course, may at the discretion of the Senate be admitted conditionally to a particular field of study.
· An applicant who obtains discretionary exemption may be admitted to a certain study programmes on certain conditions.

6. Senate approved School / Qualification specific admission requirements

The approved School / Qualification specific admission requirements must be adhered to.





7. Admission to particular fields of study with high demands

Because of the capacity limitations and the high demand from students for admission to particular fields of study, applicants shall be selected on the basis of their scholastic achievements for admission to these fields. 

8. Other stipulations

8.1 The proposed model shall be subject to School / Qualification specific admission requirements.
8.2 Prospective applicants who comply with the minimum admission requirements to particular field of study may be admitted by passing the required admissions / entrance examination approved by Senate.

9. Postgraduate degree programmes

9.1 Honours programmes
To qualify for admission a student must possess a Bachelor’s degree with an average of 60% pass in the final two years of study, or if Senate approves, the student should have completed the modules for a Bachelor’s degree, or equivalent status must have been conferred on the student by Senate.

9.2 [bookmark: _GoBack]Master’s programme
· Candidates will be admitted into the Master’s degree if they obtained the Honours or a professional 4 year degree with at least 60% in the subject for which they want to enrol, or have an equivalent status conferred on them by Senate, and have satisfied Senate as to their proficiency in the subject of study.
· Before a student’s application for registration can be considered, a provisional topic and field of study is to be specified and submitted to the Registrar on recommendation by the Head of Department and approval by the School Board concerned.
· A student may be required to visit the University for an Interview with the Head of Department concerned before registration.
· Unless otherwise decided by the Senate, a second Master’s degree may not be taken in the same field of study.


9.3 Doctoral programme
· To be admitted, subject to special provisions in the relevant school rules, candidates must have obtained the Master’s degree or such other qualification as in the opinion of Senate is of equivalent status, in the field where they wish to study, except if Senate approves that it may be in another field, in which case they must satisfy Senate as to their proficiency in the selected field.
· Before a candidate’s application for registration can be considered, the title or topic of the proposed thesis, together with a brief outline of the research must be submitted to the department and School’s Higher Degrees Committee concerned for recommendation to the School of Postgraduate Studies and approval by Senate.
· The research proposal must be approved by the relevant School’s Higher Degrees committee.  The student should submit a research proposal not exceeding 20 pages within six months of registration.

10 General provisions
The university reserves the right to select applicants before admission to specific fields and not to admit to the relevant qualification programmes if they do not satisfy selection standards, even where such applicants do meet the minimum admission requirements.
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